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N-heterocyclic carbenes are prominent organocatalysts for transformations based on
aldehyde Umpolung, such as the benzoin condensation. The cover picture shows a
triazolylidene carbene and two hitherto unknown adducts formed from this catalyst
and the aldehyde substrate. Both the ketone and the dioxolane shown were identified
by NMR spectroscopy by A. Berkessel and co-workers in their Communication on
page 7120 ff. (Graphics by Silvia Elfert and Adrian von der Hoh.)
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An Important Ligand Class

An overview of the physiochemical data for N-heterocyclic carbenes, which are
used as ligands in organometallic chemistry, as well as organocatalysts, is discussed
by F. Glorius and T. Droge in their Minireview on page 6940 ff.

Polymeric Multilayer Capsules

Polymeric multilayer capsules (PMLCs) are made by layer-by-layer coating and
dissolution of a sacrificial template. In their Review on page 6954 ff., B. G. De Geest
et al. give an overview of recent breakthroughs in the application of PMLCs for drug
delivery.

Self-Assembly

In their Communication on page 6974 ff. N. Giuseppone and co-workers describe a
light-responsive supramolecular scaffold based on triarylamine radicals. The
scaffold is created by charge transfer and reversibly broken up by heating.
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